
Copenhagen Presidency Conclusions on Cyprus.

Cyprus

1. In accordance with the above paragraph 3, as the accession negotiations have been

completed with Cyprus, Cyprus will be admitted as a new Member State to the

European Union. Nevertheless the European Council confirms its strong preference

for accession to the European Union by a united Cyprus. In this context it welcomes

the commitment of the Greek Cypriots and the Turkish Cypriots to continue to

negotiate with the objective of concluding a comprehensive settlement of the Cyprus

problem by 28 February 2003 on the basis of the UNSG's proposals. The European

Council believes that those proposals offer a unique opportunity to reach a settlement

in the coming weeks and urges the leaders of the Greek Cypriot and Turkish Cypriot

communities to seize this opportunity.

2. The Union recalls its willingness to accommodate the terms of a settlement in the

Treaty of Accession in line with the principles on which the EU is founded. In case of

a settlement, the Council, acting by unanimity on the basis of proposals by the

Commission, shall decide upon adaptations of the terms concerning the accession of

Cyprus to the EU with regard to the Turkish Cypriot community.

3. The European Council has decided that, in the absence of a settlement, the application

of the acquis to the northern part of the island shall be suspended, until the Council

decides unanimously otherwise, on the basis of a proposal by the Commission.

Meanwhile, the Council invites the Commission, in consultation with the government

of Cyprus, to consider ways of promoting economic development of the northern part

of Cyprus and bringing it closer to the Union.

The fact that, as things stand at present, Cyprus and Malta will not take part in EU military
operations conducted using NATO assets once they have become members of the EU will not,
within the limits of the EU Security Regulations, affect the right of their representatives to
participate and vote in EU institutions and bodies, including COPS, with regard to decisions
which do not concern the implementation of such operations.


